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“ Qaptain Harris of the Iris, just arrived at Liverpool, has DEPOSED, that, on the 90th, when he 
‘ let Lisbon, a Telegraphic message had) beer received of the defeat of the French, after two days 


“ bard fighting, with the loss of 20,000 in killed and wounded.” 
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Courter news-paper, 14th Oct. 1811. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Tatavera’s Wars. Long as the peo- 
le of this country have been accustomed 
o be abused with falsehoods as to. these 
vars; manifold as these falsehoods have 
been and gross and impudent as they have 
becn in their manner and extent; still, I 
think, that the last. ten days have, in this 
espect, surpassed all former periods. A 
ile while ago there were published, in 
he Moniteur, two articles upon the sub- 
ect of the Impostor Paper, which had been 
culated through our venal prints, under 
pretence of its having been copied from 
0 American news-paper, and upon the 
etters between Napoleon and his. brother 
yoseph, pretended to have been intercepted 

Spain. In these articles the Moniteur 
bees into. a description of the ways in 
hich the people of England are cheated 
id kept in ignorance by means of a ser- 
ile press ; and, its observations were so 
utting, because so true, that one might 
mave hoped, that, for the future; shame 

ould have. had some power in restraining 
he fabricating fingers of these venal men. 
Jne might have hoped, that, when they 
aw proofs of the contempt, which, from 
nations, they were, by- 


foreign 
heir miserable forgeries, daily bring- 
ng upon themselves and their country, 
‘y would have. desisted from the dis- 
aceful practice. But, nothing of this 
ort has any effect upon them. They seem 
holly insensibleto shame; and they still 


aliect co laugh at the hood-winked. state of 
people of France, while they. themselves 
“Te Continually labouring to hoodwink and 
eat the people of England, and while 
‘lt publications are the scorn and con- 
rmpt, and they themselves know that 
Sty are the scorn and contempt, of all 
| ne aid all Amezica,——This much I 
“w@ Rot refrain from saying by way 0 
ce to the analysis that. 


v appearel in thee prin dating the 
‘st ten. days, upon the subject of the mili« 


f } hopes of hearing 


Jam about to | 


the border of Spain and Portugal and near 
the city of Rodrigo, These fabricators 
of falshoods had, for more than a month be- 
fore, been telling the people of England, that 
our Commander had safely blockaded Ro- 
drigo. Atone time they said he had laid 
siege to it; and, at another time, they ac- 
tually asserted, that he had taken it. . ‘Then 
l again he had left it in his rear, aud was 
upon high march towards Salamanca. 
But, the very least they taught us to ex- 
pect was, a blockade of Rodrigo, which set 
the enemy et defiance, and which it was, 
in short, impossible for him to raise, 

At the same time, we were told, that our 
Commander was daily receiving great re- 
inforcements from the sea-ports; that his 
army amounted to 47,000 British troops, 
and that the Portuguese part of the army 
(equal, it was said, in quality to.oun own) 
amounted to upwards of 30,000 vegulars, 
making an army of 77,000 exclusive of 
the large bodies of militia, which: were 
uader arms in all parts of Portugal. And, 
to this was added, that the Spaviards had 
recently gained such advantages over 
the French, that the latter, harrassed 
in. all. quarters, beset with enemies. 
from every hill, hedge, ditch, and brake, 
and wasted exceedingly by sickness, were 
not in a state to force their way into Rod- 
rigo; and that, therefore,.in a short time, 
without any loss of lives, that important 
city and fortress must fall into our hands. 
——Having thus prepared the public to 
expect the fall of this place soonce or later 
during the campaign; having made such 
a representation as, if believed, must ue- 
“cessarily lead the public to rely upon the 
capture of one of the most insportant for- 
tresses in- the Peninsula, and having, in- 
deed, so represented the state of the -hos- 
tile armies, that every. one who credited. 
| the representation mugt, have been ia daily 
of some great achjeye- 
ment, and, if a battle did take place, must 





| isive victory; have 
have-made sure # agen _ eons 


> adaldas, wg_people.of. all: Europe,” in pre- 
partory way here remained nothing but 
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to coma to the account of the promised 
and expected victories, and, in doing this, 
very little time was lost; ——-On the 1Orh 
instant, the IM pol tant news was anhounc ed 
to the public, through the channel of the 
neWws-papers, but especially the CouriER, 


in the following words: 
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« Intelligence 
of the Aizhest importance, has been brought 
to Liverpool by a vessel from Oporto. 
The following is the account from Li- 
verpool; « ** Liverpool, October 8. The 
“ Briton, Ward, is arrived at Hoylake 
“trom Oporto, sailed from thence the 
“2d instant; feports that an account 
“ was received there just as they sailed, 
“that a general engagement had taken 
“ place on the 25th or 26th September, 
“between the British army under Lord 
*€ Wellington, and the French army, in 
“which the latter were defeated with 
“ great Joss, and was driven six leagues 
“ beyond Ciudad Rodrigo.”—In addi- 
tion to the above letter we have received 
the following from the respectable Pro- 
prietor of the Liverpool Advertiser : 
“ Liverpool, October 8. Siz, The brig 
“ Briton, Captain Ward, has just arriv- 
“ed here, insfive days from Oporto, 
“ bringing a Mr. James Welsh, of this 
“town, passenger, who gives the fol- 
“lowing account, which he received 
“ from Colonel Fagan, who obtained it 
“ from Colone! ‘Trant, Governor of that 
“ place: Lord Wellington has had a bat- 
“ tle with the French, and has killed and 
“ taken prisoners 20,000 of the enemy. 
“ The battle was fought five days before 
“about six leagues from Ciudad Rod- 
“rigo, Captain Ward further says that 
“the account came to Oporto on Thurs- 
“ day morning last, just before he sailed, 
‘and was fully believed by the inha- 
“ bitants there, who were rejoicing on the 
“occasion. I think the account will 
“prove true, though possibly not to 
“the extent. Iam, Gentlemen, yours, 
“&c. Tromas Bittnce.” "—This 





was the first publication upon the subject. 
‘ . . . 7s + 

I he Courier. adds a paragraph of its own, 
in which the «ruth of the news is insisted 


upon. 


Truth! why, after such solemnity 


of statement, who, that did not know these 
people, could have wanted any thing in 
confirmation of what had been said ?—— 
On the next day, the 1ith instant, the 
former accounts were backed up by the 


following :——« « 


«e 
« 
t 


Liverpool, Oct 9. 
“ DEFEAT OF MARMONT.——The 


¢ Briton, Ward, arrived here yesterday 
from Oporto in six days, Mr. Welsh, 
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« «ra passenger, has favoured us with 4 
« « following grateful information, whic) 
« « was communicated to him by Colonel 
«« Fagan, on the authority of Colonel 
« « Trant, governor of the place. On the 
« «¢ O5th ult. six ‘eazues from Ciudad Rod. 
“rigo, Lord Wellington defeated the 
« « Frencharmy under Marmont and). 
« « ed and took prisoners 20,000 men.” 
This was accompanied with a column and 
a half of observations in the Courier 
jet of which was, that the news wa: 
to be true. Every thing was here said th; 
the writer could think of calculated t 
make the public believe the news to be 
true. He went into reasoning to show 
that, if the French advanced for the te. 
lief of Rodrigo, it was not only reasonali 
to suppose that a battle must take ploce, 
but, that it would be Azs duty to fight then 
in opposition to such an enterprize. ‘ils 
was acting a friendly part towards him with 
a vengeance! ° The ‘passage I allude t 
was in these words :_——* Taking ail thes 
“circumstances into our consideration; 
“hearing, from previous accounts, la 
« Marmont was on the ‘advance, and 4 
“ convoy coming from Salamanca; hare 
“ ing no reason to believe that Lord Welling: 
«ton hud INVESTED Ciudad Rocryo 
MERELY TO RETIRE THE M0: 
MENT MARMONT .ADVANCED; 
an advance which it was of NO USE 
TO PRODUCE IF WE DID N0! 
FIGHT HIM; finding from reports * 
Lisbon that a battle was expected; 2% 
last of all receiving from: Oporto 47 & 
count thata battle had been fought, and 
that accounts brought ‘by the Capi 
of a British vessel, and by 2 passes 
‘in that vessel, an inhabitant of Liver 
“pool, who SOLEMNLY DECLARES 
that he had it FROM A_BRITIS 
OFFICER, WHOSE VERACITY I! 
“WERE IMPOSSIBLE TO QUE 
“ TION; taking all these circumstan” 
« into consideration, we have no doubt iis 
“€ the intelligence is correct. The statement 
« of the enemy’s loss may be exageer 
“ed; the account may not be correct 
“the extent, but that a battle has 1 
“fought, and our arms been success 
“ we repeat, we have no doubt. 
was not only inculcating @ belief “ic 
news; but, in his eagerness to mc? 
such belief, the writer reasons in 2 Wo 
completely to commit, as far as hes 4 
the reputation of the General, 
praises it is his main object tosi"g |), 


in the promulgation of this news 
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‘he 12th instant, the same paper gave the 
public the following additional assurance : 
_—« SECOND EDITION. Courier Cf- 
« fee, four o'clock. A gentleman HIGH 
«IN OFFICE, has received from one 
« of the first Merchants of Liverpool, a 
« Jetter of which the following is the sub- 
«stance: That he sincerely congratulated 
“him on the news from Oporto; that 
« he did not give implicit credit to it in the 
« first instanee ; but that he had since seen 
‘the Captain of the vessel, who had as- 
« sured him that he was AUTHORISED 
«BY THE BRITISH CONSUL AT 
“QPORTO TO USE HIS NAME, and 
“to state that the intelligence of Lord 


“Wellington’s Victory came from him.” 


“ The conclusion of the Letter is the most 
‘important. “ And 1 have now to add, 
“THAT A FRESH ARRIVAL, THIS 
“MOMENT, BRINGS A CONFIRMA- 
“TION OF THE INTELLIGENCE.” 
-—After this it would have seemed to be 
acomplete proof not only of jacobinism, 
but of treason, to doubt. Yet, as if this 
were not enough, the same writer, having 
had the Sabbath to repose and to reflect 
on his moral duties, came out with the fol- 
lowing : « We had hoped in this day’s 
“ Paper to have been able to have com- 
“ municated official mtelligence from Por- 
“ tugal, confirming the accounts brought 
“to Liverpool. But no dispatches, have 
“yet been received, nor any later ac- 
“counts either from Oporto or Lisbon, 
“than those we inserted on Saturday. 
“ There is, however another vessel, the Iris, 
“arrived at Liverpool, from Lisbon, the 





“Captain of which, whose name is Harris, 


“has DEPOSED, that on the 30th, when 


“he left the Portuguese Capital, a tele- 
“ graphic message had been received of ¢he 
“ defeat of the French after two days hard 
“ fighting with the loss of 20,000 men in killed 
“and wounded, and 5,000.0n the side of ihe 
“ allies,’ ————So it was with Peter. Hav- 
ing told a Jie, and being closely taxed and 
in danger of detection, * he began to curse 
“and to swear, saying, 1 know not the 
“man: and, instantly the cock crew.” 
And, so it was here; for scarcely had 
Captain Harris’s ition got forth, when 
out came the official intelligence, telling 
Us, that the French had adpanced, had re- 
keved igo, and had compelled our army 
£0 retreat, with some loss; instead of our 
havin fought the army for two days, 
Sompletely defeated him, killing and 
wk ee 20,000 of his army.——Now, I 
uk th Meader, whether any thing more 





disgraceful than this conduct in our press 
was ever heard of in the world? It was 
not the Courier only, but the Sun, the 
Mornine Post, and all the prints of that 


description, making, at least, four fifths of 


the daily London Papers. And this is 
what they call serving the cause, is it? This 
isthe way for a writer to give proof of his 
loyalty ? It is truly an infamy on the 
nation. What must foreigners think of a 
country where such publications are tole- 
rated and encouraged? What must they 
think of our morals, our taste, and our un- 
derstandings? For my part, | have iong 
thought and often said, that a press, con- 
ducted as ours is, is the greatest scourge a 
nation canendure. The taste of the people 
becomes vitiated through it; the public 
mind is debauched; and, at last, there 
grows up a love for lies, while truth is coarse- 
ness and libelling ——Having pointed out 
these shameful publications to the indigna- 
tion of those who retain a hatred of fals- 
hood, and which I thought it absolutely 
necessary to do, let us now take a look at 
the real intelligence, as contained in the 
Gazette, which, I shall publish at. ful! 
length in my next.——The Dispatches of 
Lord Talavera are dated from the places 
farther in the rear than the position which 
he held at the date of his former Dis- 
patches. It appears that the French, per- 
ceiving that he had invested Rodriga, and 
wishing to throw into it supplies, marched 
against him and compelled him to retreat, 
while they effected their object of reliev- 
ing Rodrigo; and that, having done this, 
they again distributed their army in nearly 
the same way ia which it was distributed 
before.——This appears to be the true, not 
the venal, not the lying, not the bireling, 
history of the transaction, The dispatch of 
the viscount gives a pretty minute, though 
not a very clear, account of the different 
inovements and rencontres, none of which 
seem to have been of much importance : 
mere skirmishes between an army whose 

object was to retreat unbroken and one 

who does not appear to have been very 

desirous of a battle, though superior in 
numbers. But, the closing paragraph 

of the dispatch ought to be read atten- 

tively ; because it not only states the rea- 

sons for our retreating, but also glances at the. 
utility of our having invested Rodrigo. This 

is very material indeed; and, in fact, it is 

all that is of much consequence in the 

dispatch. Let us, therefore, take the 

words : « The enemy having collected 

«for the object of relieving Ciudad Ro- 
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« drigo, the army of the North which 
« were withdrawn from the attack which 
«they commenced on General Abadia, 
«in Gallicia, in which are included 22 
«battalions of the Imperial Guard, and 
« General Sovuham’s division of Infantry, 
« composed of troops recently arrived im 
« Spain from the arnry of Naples, and 
«“ now drawn from the frontiers of Na- 
« varre, where they had been employed in ope- 
«rations against Mina, together with five 
« divisions, and all the cavalry of the 
«army called of Portugal, composing al- 
“together an army of not less than sixty 
«thousand men, of which six thousand 


« were cavalry and 125 pieces of artiilery ; | 


«1 could not pretend to maintain the 
« blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, nor could 
« any efforis which I could muke, prevent, of 
« maderially anpede the collection of the sup- 
« plies, or the march of the convoy for the re- 
“lief of that place. I did ali thut I could 
« capect to effect without incurring the risk of 
«¢ yreat loss tor NO OBJECT, and as the 
“reports, as usual, were so various in re- 
‘gard to the enemy’s real strength, it 
“was necessary that I should see their 
« erny.” ‘The Morning Chronicle finds 
fault of the obscurity of this passage, and cer- 
tainly it is less clear than the importance of 
the subject rendered desirable. The first 
part, however, of it leaves us to infer, that the 


French armies were drawn away from their | 


hostilities. against the Spaniards by our in- 
vesting of Redrigo; and that, therefore, 
we are to look upon that as the price of 
the cfloris before Rodrigo. Then, when 
those armies were so drawn away, there 
was no longer any object in invesiing Ro- 
drigo. If this be not the meaning of the 
passage, | must confess that I am unable to 
dive into it, and shall leave it to be got at 
by some of those who have had « the ad- 
“ vantage of a liberal education,” and who, 
of course can repeat fifty or sixty words 
of Latin and Greek as glibly as any magpie 
er parrot in the United kinedom. The 
Courier, however, as we have seen, in the 
above extracts, has taken care to shut the 
coor, as far as it is able, against every rea- 
son for not fighting upon this occasion. 
“ Having,” says he, “no reason to bes 
* lieve that Lord Wellington had invested 
* Rodrigo merc/y to retire the moment Mar- 
* mont advanced, au advance which z was 
‘ro ustio produce tf we did not ficht hin, 
* we hare no doubt that a bgitle has been 


* fought.” W hat a slap in the face was 


here! What a salutation from a friend! J 
have more than once observed how uulortu- 


nate lord Talavera is in his literary friends: 
and, if we wanted a complete proof 
of it here it is. Jt must be a reputa. 
tion like that of a Marlborough or aN). 
poleon to withstand the efforts of friend. 
ship like this. And so, Mr. Courier 
youcould see “ no reason to believe th, 
« Lord Wellington. had invested Rodrigc 
«« merely to retire the moment Marmont af. 
“ vanced ;’’ and you could see “ no use iy 
“ producing the advance if we did not fe; 
“ hin’’-——Come, now, do not eat your 
words. Stand tothis. You have said it, 
and that, too, within these seven days; 
therefore, stand to i. It is now you 
aflair; and I leave it to you, with this ix 
| your ear: that before you laugh at any 
|act imputed toa general whom you are 
incessantly extolling, take care, anotlic; 
time, to ascertain that he has not com- 
mitted that very act. It was truly 
amusing to observe the Courier, when, on 
Wednesday night, it brought out the off- 
cial dispatch, announcing that that very 
thing which he had ridiculed upon a sup- 
| position that it could not bave taken place, 
really had taken place; it was truly 
curious to observe his change of manner 
and of tone. Only the day before, when 
he was tooting forth the letter of the man 
| « hich in afice;’* the ‘ solemn declaratim 
| of one British Captain, and the deposition 

of another, he was all life and talk ; but, 
now, out he comes; dull as a clod; bis 
long ears, that were, the day belore 
pricked up like a brace of bayonets, now 
flap his jowls ; and, instead of the inces 
sant noise which we heard from him be- 
fore, he, with seeming difficulty, faintly 
brays out this laconic introduction to we 
official dispatch: « Lord Wellington 
“ retired to Sabugal after one or two smal! 
“skirmishes. The following supplement 
« to last night’s gazette was published this 
“ morning.” And not another wor: 
Well; it is asymptom that there are som 
small remains of shame. The Sux 2 
the Mornine Post have no scrupie “ 
come round, smack, at once, and to on 
mend asa proof of the greatest skill 2° 
courage, that which they but the very oy 
before laughed at, when they had no ! .¢ 
that it had taken place, ~The a 
not quite so bad as these ; and, thoug . 
dare say he will now be able to find sant 
reason, and avery good reason “ for ned 
« ing Rodrigo merely to retire the owe 
« Marmont advanced ;” . though I - 
say he will now find out that there ¥ 
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«if wedid not mean to fight ;” though I | 
dare say he will now lose no time in making | 
chese discoveries; still, he has taken one | 
dey to doit in, and, considering who and | 
what he is, that is more than was-to be | 
ixneeted ; and I beg leave to point it out 
to tie reader as something worthy net 
only of notice but of commendation. 
ieaving Lord Talavera’s “ friends’” to | 
seitle amongst themselves these ques- | 
tions as to the reasons for “ investing Rod- 
«rigo and retiring the moment that Marmont 
« gdvanced,” and the “ wédlity of produc- 
«ing that advance without fighting” when 
it was produced, let us now look a little at 
what he himself says about the relative 
foree of the armies. And here we see a 
striking instance of what it is tobe cursed | 
with fools and parasites for partizans. He | 
says, that the enemy had a force of | 
00,000 men, 6,000 of whom were cavalry, 
and that the enemy had an artillery of 
125 pieces brought into the field. He 
says, that he was wnableto meet this force 
without “ incurring the risk of great loss.” 
Very well; and I dare say that this was 
the case, though he does not give a state- 
ment of his own numbers. But, how 
does this square with the representations 
of those writers in England, who have set 
themselves up as his “ friends??? They 
have told us, within these fifteen days, 
that he had, under his immediate com- 
mand, 47,000 British Troops; and we see 
that he has many corps of Portuguese. 
Now, this is so nearly to the amount of the 
force ot the enemy, that the people of 
England, had, under this representation, a 
fair claim to a battle, and even a success- 
ful battle upon the advance of the French 
with an army of 60,000 men; because 
our Commander had the great advantage 
of having chosen his position, having en- 
trenched his ground, and having had time 
‘0 provide every thing for the occasion ; 
and we were told, through his “ friends” 
oi the press, how well he was supplied 
with cannon, ammunition, provisions, and 
stores of all sorts. .But, if he had no 
such foree as 47,000 British Troops be- 
Sides large bodies of Portuguese ; then 
the case is wholly altered; and, my 
real belief is, that he had not much 
More than half that number of effective 
men; though we have been so often told 
‘o the contrary, and though my belief 
sy that, as to the Portuguese, he has 
not, to bring into the field, 10,000 
men. if this be so, then, how was he 


} 











0 face 60,000 men, and desciplined troops, | 


too, commanded by the most experienced 
aud intrepid generals that Europe ever 
sawr Aye, but this defence of his conduct 
cannot be made by the venal writers, whe 
call themselves his “ friends; for they 
have said, that he had 47,000 British troops 
besides many thousands of Portuguese 
equal in valour and discipline to British 
‘Troops, and, in so saying, they have con- 
demned him beiorehand. 


¥.* Owing lo a mistake in estimeting the 
space, we are obliged to leave out matier and 
break off thus abrupt Ye 

Spanish ConstTItTurion. The plan of 
the New Spanish Constitution I have in- 
serted entire in this Number to the exc!u- 
sion of some other matter that] very much 
wished to insert; but, it was desirable te 





| havethe whole of this important document 
4 


in an undivided state. 1 request the 
reader’s particular atiention to it. shall 
hereafter have to offer some observations 
on it; but, in the meanwhile, I beg the 
reader to notice the principle upon which 
it sets out, a principle, for inculcating 
which in the shape of a toast, the Duke of 
Norfolk bas reascn to remember. The 
provisions also fur the election of the 
Cortes; the right of suffrage, and many 
other points deserve particular attention ; 
but, J have no room for any thing more at 
present, 

W™, COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate. Friday, 
18th October, 1811. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS, 
SPANISH CONSTITUTION, 


Plan of a Political Constitution far the 
Spanish Monarchy, presented to the Ge- 
neral and Extruordinary Cortes, by their 


Constitutional Commattee. 


Inrropuction.In the mame of A)- 
mighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
the Author and Supreme Legislator of So - 
ciety.—The general and extraordinary 
Cortes of the Spanish Nation, convinced, 
afier the most minute examination and 
mature deliberation, that the ancient fun- 
damental laws of this Monarchy, accom- 
panied with suitable provisions, to resume 
their regular aud permanent execution, 
are ailequate to accomplish the great ob- 
ject of promoting the glory, prosperity, 
and welfare of the whole nation, decree 
the following Political Constitution, tor 
the goud government and right ada inis- 


‘tration of the State. 
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TITLE 1.—Or tue SpantsH Nation, AND 
OF SPANIARDS. 


Cnarrer I.—Of the Spanish Nation. 


Art. 1. The Spanish Nation is formed 
by the union cf all Spaniards in both he- 
mispheres. 

2. The Spanish Nation is free and in- 
dependent, and neither is nor can be the 
patrimony of any family or individual. 

§. The Sovereignty resides essentially 
in the nation, and to the same belongs ex- 
clusively the right of establishing funda- 
mental Jaws, and of appointing the most 
suitable form of government. 

4. The end of Government is the hap- 
piness of the nation, since the object of 
political society can be no other than the 
welfare of the inhabitants of whom it is 
composed. 

5. The nation is obliged to preserve, 
and to protect, by wise and just laws, the 
civil liberty, the property, and the other 
legitimate rights of all individuals who can 
claim it. 

Cuapter Il.—Of Spaniards. : 


6. Spaniards are, Ist, All men born free, 
or inade free, in all the dominionsof Spain, 
and their sons.—@d, Strangers who have 
obtained letters of naturalization from the 
Cortes.—3d, Those who, without these 
letters, have lived ten years in a state of 
freedom, according to law, in any town of 
the Monarchy.—4th, The sons of each of 
these classes, born in the Spanish territo- 
ries, and who exercise any trade in the 
place of their residence.—5th, Freed men, 
who have acquired their freedom in Spain, 

7. The love of their country is a prin- 
cipal obligation on all Spaniards, as well 
as justice and benevolence among each 
other. 

_ 8. Every Spaniard is bound to be faith- 
ful to the Constitution, to obey the laws, 
and to respect the established authorities. 

9. Every Spaniard is also obliged, with- 
out a distinction, to contribute, in propor- 
tion to his means, vo the expences of the 
State. 

10. Every Spaniard is also obliged to 
defend his country by arms, when ‘he is 
called upon by the law. 


TITLE HW.—Or rae Terrirory of SPAIN, 
RER Recicion, anD GOVERNMENT, AND 
oF Speanisn Citizens. 

Cuaprer L—Of the Territory of Spain. 
_ 1. The Spanish Territory comprehends, 
Jn the Peninsula, with its dependencies, 


and the islands adjacent, Arragon, Astu- 
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rias, Old Castile, New Castile, Cataloni, 
| Cordova, Estremadura, Galicia, Grenagy 
Jaen, Leon, Murcia, Navarre, the Vasco. 
gada Mermees, Seville and Valencia ; :} 
Balearic and Canary Islands. In Nor) 
America, New Spain, with New Galicia, 
Guatimala, the internal Provinces of the 
East, the internal Provinces of the Wes, 
Island of Cuba, with the two Floridas: the 
Spanish part of the Island of St. Domingo, 
and the Island of Porto Rico, with the 
others adjacent to those, and to the con- 
tinent in both seas. In South America, 
New Grenada, Venezuela, Perv, Chili, 
the Provinces of the Rio de la Plata, and 
all the adjacent Islands in the Pacific and 
| Atlantic Oceans. In Asia, the Phillipine 
Islands, and their dependencies. 

12. A more convenient division of the 
Spanish territories shall be established by 
\a constitutional law, as soon as political 
"circumstances will permit. 


CuapTer I].—Of Religion. 
13. The Spanish Nation professes th 
Catholic, Apostolic, Roman, only tru 
Religion, to the exclusion of all others. 


| 





Cuapter II].—Of the Government. 


14. The Government of the Spanish Ne- 
tion is a limited hereditary Monarchy. 

15. The power of making laws resides 
in the Cortes jointly with the King. 

16. The power of executing the laws 
resides in the King. 

17. The power of applying the laws to 
civil and criminal cases, resides in the tr 
bunals established by law. 


Cuaprer 1V.—Of Spanish Citizens. 


18. Spanish Citizens are those who ce- 
rive their origins, in both lines, from the 
Spanish dominions of both hemispheres, 
and who have acquired their freedom in 
any place within the same dominions. 

19. He is also a Citizen who, enjoys 
already the rights of a Spaniard, shall ob 
tain from the Cortes the real letters of (it 
zenship. 

20. For a Foreigner to obtain these let- 
ters from the Cortes, he must be marit 
to a Spanish woman, or have introduc 
and established in Spain some useful d's 
covery, or branch of industry, or acquil 
property which pays a direct contributio® 
or established himself in business with 4 
considerable capital, in the opinion o! #° 
Cortes. . 

21. The legitimate sons of foreigne™ 
‘domiciliated in Spain, are also Citizen 
samee having been born in the de: 
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| ‘nions, have never left them without the ; = > Corr 
talonis, wee’ 52 Maveiadaenha sane bavine TITLE IIl.—Or rue Com ES. 
“tae Prained the age of 21 years complete, | Harter I.—OFf — of forming the 


have acquired the right of Citizen in some 


ast 's 

| \' ; place of the same dominions, by exercis- 
AVOTLA i ail . . 
F some profession, office, or useful 

Galicia, ing jn it P ? 2 

of the pr : . 

We 92. For those Spaniards who, by either 

ithe, side, derive their descent from Africa, the 


as; tI ae 
dig ath of virtue and desert lies open, by 


th which they may acquire the rights of Citi- 
1s es. zens, In consequence of this, the Cortes 
we are empowered to grant letters of Citizen- 
Chili ship to those who have rendered eminent 
a, ol services to their country, or have distin- 
od guished themselves by their talents and 
lipine good conduct; but upon this condition, 

with respect to these last, that they are 
of the born in lawful wedlock of free fathers ; 
ve that they are themselves married to a free 
litical woman, and acquired the rights of Citi- 


zenship in the dominions of Spain; that 
lliey exercise some. profession, oflice, or 
useful art, with means sufficient to support 
their family, and to give a good education 








trug to their children. 
rs, 23. Nene but Citizens can hold cure 
, employments, or chuse others to fill them, 
" in cases specified by the law. _ = 
one _ 24. The privilege of a Spanish Citizen 
y. 18 lost : 
sides Ist. By acquiring naturalization in a 
foreign country. 
laws 2d. By accepting an employment 
under another Government. 
“fy 3d. By a sentence imposing ignomi- 
tr nious or infamous punishment, should it 
not be afterwards repealed. 
4th. By having lived ten successive 
de- years out of the Spanish territories, with- 
the out a Commission, or permission from the 
nak Government. 
nin 25. The exercise of the same rights is 
suspended : 
ing Ist. In virtue of a judicial interdiction, 
ob- by reason of phrensy or madness. 
‘ti 2d. By being ina state of insolvency, 
or in debt to the public revenues. 
let 3d. By receiving wages as a servant. 
ied 4th. By having no employment, or vi- 
a “ible means of procuring a livelihood. 
is Sth. By being involved in a criminal 
ed Process, 
2, 6th. From the year 1800 all those who 
3 | *nter anew upon the rights of Citizens 
he must learn to read and write. 


26, The rights of Citizenship can be lost 
rs or suspended only by the reasons s ecified 


, an two preceding articles, and by no 















27. The Cortes are formed by the union 
of all the Deputies who represent the na- 
tion, named by the citizens after the form 
prescribed, 

28. The basis of national representation 
is the same in both hemispheres. 

29. This basis is composed of the popu- 
Jation of inhabitants, who, in. both lines, 
are natives of the Spanish dominions, and 
of those who have obtained from the 
Cortes letters of citizenship, as also those 
comprehended in Article 21. 

30. To compute the population of the Eu- 
ropean dominions, the last Census of 1797 
shall be bad recourse to, till another can 
be taken, and a corresponding one shall 
be formed, to ascertain the population of 
the provinces beyond the seas. 

31. For every 70,000 souls of a popu- 
lation, composed as is stated in the 23d 
Article, one shall be deputed to the Cortes. 

The population being distributed over 
the different provinces, if in any there 
should be an excess of more than 35,000, 
one Deputy more shall be elected, as if 
the number amounted to 70,0003 but if 
the surplus should not exceed: 35,000, this 
is not totake place. If the population of 
any province should not amount to 70,000 
souls, it shall be joined to the rest, in 
order to complete the number requisite 
for the nomination of a Deputy. The 
island of St. Domingo to be excepted, 
which is to send a Deputy, though the po- 
pulation should not amount to the number 
required. 

Cuaeter II].—Of the number of the Deputies 
to the Cortes. 

34. For the election of Deputies to the 
Cortes, Electoral Juntas shall be held 
throughout the different parishes of the 
different provinces. 

Cuaprer III.—Of the electoral parish Juntas, 


35. The Electoral Parochial Juntas, 
shall be composed of all the free citizens 
and residents in the bounds of the respec- 
tive parish, among whom the secular ec- 
clesiastics are to be comprehended. 

36. Those Juntas shall be held always 
in the Peninsula, the islands and territories 
adjacent, the first Sunday of the month of 
Uctober of the year preceding the holding 
of the Cortes. 

37. In the provinces ce nym. they 
shall be held the y of the 
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month of December, five months prior to 
the meeting of the Cortes, it being under- 
stood that in both cases previous notice 
shall be given by the Magist:ates. 

The remaining articles of this chapter, 
to the 58th inclusive, prescribe the mode 
of choosing the Parochial Electors, of 
whom one is elected for every 200 house- 
holders.—The Parochial Junta in the first 

lace elects Compromissarios (arbiters), 
who in their turn choose the Parochial 
Flectors.—If the population of the parish 
require one Parochial Elector, eleven 
Compromissarios must be previously chosen, 
in order that they may nominate him.— 
If the population require two Electors, the 
number of Compromissarios must be twenty - 
one, and so pn.—The Compromissarios are 
chosen by each householder going up to 
the table at which the President and Se- 
cretaries of the Junta are placed, and de- 
claring the names of the persons for whom 
he votes, which are taken down by the 
Secretaries. Those who obtain the ma- 
jority of votes are immediately proclaimed 
Compromissarios—on hearing the Procia- 
mation they withdraw, before the Junta 
breaks up, to another apartment, and 
choose by a majority of votes the Elector 
or Electors. No Citizen is permitted to 
excuse himself from these duties. The 
qualifications for a Parochial Elector are 
the being a Citizen, above 25 years of age, 
« householder and resident in the parish, 
married or a widow. Before the proceed- 
ings of the election commence, mats is 
cultiialed in the Parish Church, and at 
the conclusion of the business, Te Deum is 


chanted. [No person must appear at the 
Election armed. ] 


Cuapter 1V.—Of the District Electoral 
Juntas. 

59, The Electoral. Juntas of Districts 
shall be composed of tlie Parochial Elec- 
tors, who shall assemble in the chief place 
of each district, in order to nominate the 
Elector or Electors, who shal! repair to the 
capital of the province, in order to choose 
the Deputies to the Cortes. 

The succeeding articles of this Chapter, 
to No. 77, prescribe the duties and regu- 
lations of these Juntas.—The number of 
District. Electors must be triple the num- 
ber of Deputies to be elected.—They are 
chosen by ballot.—The qualifications are 
citizenship—25 years of. age—a house- 


* 


holder resident in the district, either in the. 


secular or ecclesiastie state... 
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78. The Electoral Juntas of the Pr. 
vinces, consisting of the Electors of their 
Districts, shall assemble in the Capiia) 
in order to choose the necessary numb rof 
Deputies to be sent to the Cortes, as Re. 
presentatives of the nation. 

According to the following articles, 
&e. five Electors chuse one Deputy }, 
ballot.—The suplentas (substitutes fur the 
Deputies) are chosen in the same manrer, 
The number of suplentas for each Pro. 
vince, is one-third of the number of js 
Deputies. ‘The qualifications of a Deputy 
of the Cortes, are the full possession of the 
rightsof Citizenship, the age of 25 years, 
to be a native of the Province, or domici- 
liated in it by aresidence of seven years, 
‘The Deputy may be called a secular cr 
lay person. A certain income is also to 
be necessary, but that is to be fixed liere- 
after by the Cortes.—'The Secretaries an! 
Councillors of State, and persons en- 
ployed in the Royal Household, cannot 
be members of the Cortes.—All foreigners, 
even though naturalized, are excluded— 
No person having an employment under 
the Government, can be elected for a pro- 
vince in which he exercises his oflice. 


Cuaprer VI.—Of the Meeting of the Cortes. 


104, The Cortes shall meet every yea 
in the capital of the kingdom. | 

105. Whenthe Cortes find it convenient 
to remove to another place, they lave 
the power to do so, provided the distance 
be not more than twelve leagues from the 
capital, and that two thirds of the [e- 
pulies present consent to the removal. 

106. The Sittings of the Cortes each 
year shall last for three months succes 
sively, commencing the first day of the 
month of March. | . 

107. The Cortes may prolong their 
Session for another month only 10 two 
cases :——Ist. At the request of the hing; 
2dly. If the Cortes think it necess3ly, 
by. aresolution of two-thirds of the De- 
puties, approved by the King. 

108. The Deputies shall be re-elected 
every two years. ; 

109. If war, or the possession of aly 
part of the kingdom by the enemy, shail 
prevent all or any of the Deputies of one 
or mbfe provinces from being present * 
the time, the defect shall ‘be supplied by 
the former Deputies of therespettive pro 
vinces casting lots among themselves, 5! 
the proper number be completed. 

110. The Deputies tothe Cortes may 
be re-chosen repeatedly, but without being 
‘obliged to accept of the trust. 
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11. When the Deputies arrive at the 
capital, they shall present themselves be- 
fore the Permanent Deputation of. the 
Cortes, Which shall cause their nambers, 
and thatof the province that elected them, 
tw be inscribed in a register in the Secre- 
tary’s Office of the Cortes. 

iiz. In the year when the Deputies are 
to be re-elected, on the 15th of February, 
the primary Junta shall be held with open 
doors, the President being one of the per- 
manent Deputation, and the others belong- 

ing to it, acting the part of Secretaries 
aud Registrars. 

113. Inthis first Junta all the Deputies 
shall prodace their powers, and two com- 
missions shall be appointed by a majority 
of votes: one consisting of five persons, 
to examine the powers of all the Deputies ; 
aid the other of three, to examine those 
ot the Commission of five. 

i14, On the 20th of the same February, 
the 2d preparatory Junta shall be held 
also with open doors,in which the two 
Commissions shall give information re- 
specting the legality of the powers, having 
presented copies of the acts of the pro- 
vincial elections, 

Jid. In this Junta, and in the others 
which may be necessary until the 25th, 
o doubts which may arise respecting the 
esallty of the powers, and the qualifica- 
"ons of the Deputies, shall be settled de- 
hutively by a majority of votes, 

110. In the year following that of the 
re-election of the Deputies, the first pre- 
paratory Junta shall be held on the 20th 
o! February, and until the 25th, such as 
ay be deemed necessary to determine in 
“9 manner and form expressed in the 
ae Preceding articles, the legality of 
“Se powers of the Deputies that may have 

een last presented. 
: Mi Every year, on the 25th of Fe- 

“Teary, the last Preparatory Junta shall 
’e held, in which all the Deputies, laying 
‘eit hanes on the Holy Evangelists, 
siall take the following oath :— 

_ Vo you swear to defend and pursue the 
Maer Aposielic. Roman Religion, and 

other into the kingdom? A. 

‘wear.o you swear to persevere, and 
— to be pursued religiously, the Con- 
‘tution of the Spanish Monarchy, sanc- 
2. by the General and Extraordinary 
Pm of the Nation, in the year of ——? 

- I swear..Do you swear faithfully to 
discharge the trust which the nation has 
thet in you, =e: | respect’ in every 

Ug to the welfare and 
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nation? I swear.—If you act this, may 
God reward you, and if not, may he de 
mand it at your hands. y 

118. Subsequently they shall proceed 
to elect from among the same Depuaties, 
by asecret scrutiny, anda simple majority 
ot votes, a President, a Vice-President 
and four Secretaries, when the Cortes shall 
be regarded as tormed, and six constituted, 
and all the functions of the permanent 
deputation shall cease. 

119° Onthe same day .a depotation of 
22 members, and two of Secretaries, shall 
be nominated, to inform the King of the 
Cortes being constituted, and of the Pre- 
sident whom they have chosen, that he 
may signify if he willassist atthe opening 
the Cortes, which shall take place on the 
ist of March, 

120. If the King be out of the capital, 
this communication shall be made in writ- 
ing, and the King shall return an answer 
in the same manner. ~ 

121. The King shall assist in person at 
the opening of the Cortes, and if any im- 
pediment should arise, the President shall 
do it-on the day appointed, as on no ac- 
count can this be postponed. ‘The same 
formalities shall-be observed at closing the 
Session of the Cortes. 

122. The King shall enter the hall of 
the Cortes without a guard, and only ac- 
companied by those persons specificd in 
the ceremonial for the entrancé and de- 
parture of the King, as is presented in the 
regulations for the internal Government 
of the Cortes. 

123. The Kin# shall make a speech, in 
which he shall propose to the Cortes what 
may appear to him proper, and the Presi- 
dent shall reply to him in general ternis. 
If the King be not present, he shall send 
his speech to the President, that the Pre- 
sident may read it to the Cortes. 

124. The Cortes cannot deliberate in 

resence of the King. 

125. As little can they deliberate when 
the Secretaries of Dispatches are present, 
to make any proposals in the nanie of the 
King. 

126. The Sittings of the Cortes shall’be 
public, and only in the case of some ex- 
traordinary Circumstances, that imposes 
reserve, shall there be a secret sitting. . 

127. In the discussions of the Cortes, 
and in all that relates to its government 
and internal arrangements, the regulations 
which the General Extraordinary Cortes 
have formed shall be observed, without 
prejudice to such reforms as succeeding 
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Cortes may think it expedient to introduce. | 


128. The Deputies shall be inviolable 
as far as regards their opinions, and at no 
time, in no event, and by no authority, 
can they be called to account for them. 
In criminal actions which may be brought 
against them, they can only be judged by 
the tribunal of the Cortes, in the manner 
and form prescribed for the regulation of 
its internal government. During the sitt- 
ing of the Cortes, and for a month after, 
the Deputies cannot be arrested for debt. 

129. During the period of their depu- 
tation, reckoned from the time that the 


nomination was admitted in the permanent | 


sitting of the Cortes, the Deputies can 
neither accept for themselves, nor solicit 
for another, any employment from the 
King, not even any honour, as there are 
no gradations of rank among the members 
of the Cortes. 

130. In the same manner, they cannot, 
during the period of their deputation, nor 
for a year after their functions have 
ceased, accept for themselves, or solicit 
for another, any pension, or honorary dis- 
tinction, that may be in the gilt of the 
hing. 

CuapTer VII.—Of the Faculties of the 

Cortes. 


The faculties of the Cortes are— 

1. To propose and decree the laws, and 
interpret and abrogate them, if necessary. 

2. To receive the oath of the King, the 
Prince of Asturias, and the Regency. 

3. To resolve any doubt of fact or right 
which may occur in the’order of the suc- 
cession to the throne. 

4. Toelecia Regency or Regent of the 
kingdom, when the constitution requires 
it, and to appoint the limitations within 
which the Regency er Regent are to ex- 
ercise the royal authority. 

5. To make a public acknowledgment 
ef the Prince of the Asturias. 

_6. To appoint a tutor to the minor 
King, when the constitution requires it. 

7. To approve before ratification the 
treaties of offensive alliance, of subsidies, 
and of commercial regulations. 

_ 8. To permit or prohibit the introduc- 
tion of foreign troops into the kingdom. 

9. To determine the creation and sup- 
— of places in the tribunals estab- 

ished by the constitution, as well as the 


creation and suppression of public offices. 

10. To fix yearly, upon a proposition 
from the King, the amount of the Jand 
and sea forces, and determine those which 
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shall be maintained in time of peace, 253 
their increase in time of war. 

11. To give orders to the army, the 
fleet, and the national militia, in alj th¢;- 
branches. 

12. To fix the expences of the pub; 
administration. 

13. To establish the annual contr}. 
tions and imports. 

14. To borrow loans on interest, 4 
cases of necessity, upon the credit of the 
nation. 

15. To approve the allocation of 1) 
contributions among the provinces. 

16. To examine and approve the ac. 
counts of the expenditure of the pub|: 
money. 

17. To establish custom-houses aid 
places for receiving duties. 

18. To adopt the most convenient me- 
thods for the. administration, conservatio: 
and application of the national property 

19. To determine the value, the weig) 
the law, impression, and denomination o! 
money. 

20. To adopt the system which shall be 
judged most proper ofweights and measures. 

21. To create and promote every spe- 
cies of industry, and remove the obstacles 
which may obstruct them. 

22. To establish a general plan of pub- 
lic instraction throughout the Monarchy, 
and approve of that which may be pre- 
sented tor the education of the Prince o! 
the Asturias, 

23. To approve of the general regula 
tions for.the police and welfare of the 
kingdom. | 

24. To protect the political liberty 0! 
the press. 4 

25. To render effective the responsi)'- 


, 


‘lity of the Secretaries of State, and 0! 


Dispatches, and other Public Officers. 

26. Lastly, It belongs to the Cortes to 
give or refuse their consent to all cases 
and acts which may be necessary for the 
Constitution. 


Cuarter VIII.—Of the Formation of ‘ 
Laws, and the Royal Sanction. 


132. Every Deputy shall have pow" 
to propose to the Cortes, in writing, the 
projects of laws, and explaining 
grounds on which they are founded. _ 

133. Two days at least after a prot“ 
of law shall be presented and read, it ™*) 
be read a second time, and the Cortes sha 
deliberate whether it shall undergo 4 
ther discussion. 2 

134, It being allowed a discussio?, 
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501) 
the importance of the subject, in the 
ment of the Cortes, requires that it 


Piudg 
J Oo ‘ : - 
should pass through a Committee, it shall 


be 80. 
135. Four days at least shall have 


elapsed after its having been allowed a dis- 
cussion. 

136. The day appointed for the discus- 
sion having arrived, it shall embrace the 
project in the whole, and in each one of 
its Articles. 

137. The Cortes’shall decide when the 
business is sufficiently discussed ; and 
having decided that it is so, it shall be 
Jetcermined whether there is ground or 
not for putting it to the vote. 

138. It being determined that there is 


 cround for putting it to the vote, itshall be 


proceeded to immediately, admitting or 
rejecting the project in whole or in part, 
rvarying and modifying it according to 
the observations which may be made in 
the course of the discussion. 

139. The voting shall be carried by the 


iplarality of voices 5 and inorder to pro- 


cced to it, # shall be necessary that the 
umber of the members of the Cortes pre- 
sent shall at least exceed by one the half 
of the whole number of the deputies. 

140. It the Cortes reject the project of 
alaw in any stage of its examination, or 


Fdetermine that it shall not be put to the 


Vole, itcannot be proposed anew in the 
same year. 

i41. If adopted, it shall be extended by 
a duplicate in the form of a law, and read 
inthe Cortes; which done, and both ori- 
ginals being signed by the president, and 
Wo secretaries, they shall be presented 
immediately to the King by a deputa- 
lion. 
| 142. The King has the sanction of the 
saws, 
1438. The King shall give his sanction 
by this formula, siened by his own 
hand—« Let it be published as law.” 
_l44. The King shall refuse his sanc- 
tion by this formula, which must also 
de signed by his own hand. “ Let it be 
returned to the Cortes,’’ accompanied, at 
‘he same-time, with a statement of the 
‘easons which have induced him to re- 
luse it, 
145. The King shall be allowed thirty 
“ays for exercising - this prerogative. If 
in that time he shall neither have given 
hor reinsed his sanction, it shall ipso facto 
be understopd that he has given it, and 
shall be acted on accordingly. 


‘4, Whether the King shall give or 
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refuse his sanction, one of the two origis 
nals, with the respective formula, shal} 
be returned to the Cortes for their infor- 
mation. This original shall be recorded 
in the archives of the Cortes, and the due 
plicate shall remain with the King. 

147. Ifthe King shall refuse his sanction, 
the subject shall not be resumed iy the 
Cortes during that year, but may again 
become the subject of discussion in the 
sittings of the year following. 

148. It inthe Cortes of the following 
year the subject shall be proposed anew, 
and the same Bill received and adopted, 
on its being again presented to the King, 
he shall have it in his power either to give 
or refuse his sanction a second time, in 
the terms prescribed by articles 143 and 
[44, and in the latter case, the subject 
shall not again be resumed during that 
year. 

149. If the same Bill shall be proposed 
a third time, and passed by the Cortes ot 
the following year, it shall be understood, 
ipso facto, that the King is to give it his 
sanction, which he shall do on its being 
presented to him by the formula, as ex- 
pressed in article 143. 

150, If before the expiration of the pe- 
riod of thirty days, in which the King is 
to give or withhold his sanction, the day 
shali arrive on which the Cortes are to 
terminate their sittings, the King shail 
give or refuse it within the first eight days 
of the sessions of the following Cortes ; 
and if this period shall elapse without his 
having given it, it shall be understood, 
inthat case, as given, and he shall give it 
accordingly, in the form prescribed, re- 
turning to the Cortes, with his sanction, 
he original that is to remain with them. 

151. Though after the King’s having 
refused his sanction to a Bill, there may 
pass one or more years without the same 
subject being resumed, yet provided the 
Bill be again. brought in during the time 
of the same deputation whicti at first 
adopted it, or during that of the two de- 
putations that immediately follow it, shall 
alwavs be understood as the same Bill 
with respect to the King’s sanction, as 
stated in the three preceding Articles ; 
but if, during the period of the three said 
deputations, it shall not be again intro- 
duced, though it may afterwards be 
proposed in the same terms, it shall be 
considered as a new Bili with respect to 
the regulations, as already stated. 

152. If the second or third time that 


the Billis proposed within the period pro- 
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503} 
vided for by the preceding article, it shall 
be thrown out by the Cortes, at whatever 
time it may afterwards be brought in, it 
shall be considered as anew Bill. 

153. Laws shall be annu!led or amended 
with the same formalities, and by the 
same steps, as en acted. 

Cuapren IX. Of the Promulgation of the 
Laws. 

154. The law being published in the 
Cortes, notice shall be given thereof to the 
King, that measures may be immediately 
taken for ils solemn promulgation. 

155. The King, in promulgating the 
laws, shall use the following tormula:— 
« We, (the name of the King) by the 
Grace of God and the Constitution of the 
Spanish Monarchy, King ofthe Spains, to 
all who shall-see and hear these presents, 
know that the Cortes have decreed, and 
we sanction the following (here the literal 
words of the law:) wherefore we order all 
Tribunals, Justices, Chiefs, Governors, and 
other authorities, as well civil as military, 
and ecclesiastic, of whatever description 
or dignity, thatthey observe, and cause 
to be observed, obeyed, and executed, the 
present law, tm all its parts. You will 
wake known the same, that it may be 
carried into effect, and will see that it be 
printed, published, and circulated.’— 
{Addressed to the Secretary of the proper 
Departinent). 

156. Ali the laws shall be translated by 
order of the King, by the respective Se- 
creiaries of State, directly to all and each 
of the supreme tribunals, and those of the 
provinces, and the other chief aad superior 
authorities, who shall circulate them to 
the subordinate. 


Cuarter X.—Of the permanent Deputation 
of the Cortes. 

157. The Cortes before separating shall 
nomimate a Deputation, which shall be 
called the permanent Deputation of the 
Cortes, composed of seven members of 
their own body, three from the European 
Provinces, and three belonging to those 
beyond. seas, and the seventh shall be 
chosen by lot between a Deputy of 
Europe and another from beyond seas. 

158, At the same time the Cortes shall 
nominate two Supplementary Members 
for this Deputation, one belonging te 
Kurope. and apother from beyond seas. | 

159. The permanent deputation shall 
continue from one ordinary Cortes to 
another, 


100.. The powers of this deputation 
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are ;——Ist, to watch over the due oljery. 
ance of the Constitution, and to give a 
account to the next Cortes of any Infrae. 
tions they may have noticed.—2d, ‘fp jy, 
voke an extraordinary Cortes jn case; 
prescribed by the constitution —3q. ‘7, 
discharge the functions assigned them jy 
Articles 111 and 112.—4th, to give notice 
to the supplementary deputies to attend 
instead of the regular, and if the death o 
absolute impossibility should occur of the 
ordinary and supplementary deputies of 
any province attending, to give the ne. 
cessary orders to the said province to pro. 
ceed to a new election. 


Cuarter XI.— Of the Extraordinary Cor, 


161. The Extraordinary Cortes s)a\j 
consist of the same Deputies that form the 
ordinary, during the two years of their de- 
putation. 

162, The permanent Deputation of the 
Cortes shall convene them, and fix the day 
of their meeting in the three following 
cases.—-First, when the Throne shall be 
come vacant.—Second, when the hiag 
shall in any way be disqualified for the 
Government, or shall wish to abdicate the 
Throne in favour of his successor.—Third, 
when the King in difficult circumstances, 
and for business of importance, shall think 
it expedient that they assemble, and lead 
their assistance to him, as well as to the 
permanent Deputation of the Cortes. 

163. The Extraordinary Cortes. shall 
not go beyond the ebject for which they 
have been convoked. 

164. The Sessions of the Extraordinary 
Cortes shall commence and terminate wit 
the same formalities as the Ordinary. 

165. ‘The Sitting of the Extraordinary 
Cortes shall not prevent the election 0 
new Deputies at the prescribed time. 

166, If the Extraordinary Cortes shali 
not have concluded their Sittings on tbe 
day fixed for the Ordinary, the functious 
of the former shall cease, and the Ordinary 
shall continue the business for which thcy 
had been convoked. 

167. The permanent Deputation of the 
Cortes shall continue in the functions th 
have been pointed out in Articles 11! and 
112, in the case comprehended in 
preceding Article, 


TITLE IV.—Or tue Kine. 


Cuarrer I.—On tie Inviolability of ” 
ing’s Person, und of his Authe ” 
168: ‘The person of the King 1s 5% 
and inviolable, and not subject to respo™ 
sibility, 
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sbsere. | 169. To the King shall be given the | does so, it shall be understood that he has 
Ve an tle of Catholic Majesty. abdicated.—3. The King cannot alienate, - 
infrae. 170, The power of executing the laws cede, renounce, or in any way transfer to 
To ine sesides exclusively in the King, and his | another the royal authority, or any of his 

Cases uthority extends to every thing condu- | prerogatives. If for any reason he wishes 
Md, To ive to the preservation of the public order | to abdicate the throne in favour of his 
1eM in jn the interior, and the security of the State | immediate successor, it shall not be in his 
Notice ubroad, conformably to the Constitution | power todo so, without the consent of 
attend and the Laws. the Cortes.—4, ‘The King cannot alienate, 
sath of i71. Besides the prerogative inherent | cede, or exchange any province, city, 
of the inthe King, of sanctioning and promul-| town, or place, or any part, however 
ies of gating the laws, the following, as leading | small, of the Spanish territory.—}. The 
1e Nee functions, also belong to him:—1. To| King cannot make an oflensive alliance 
0 pro. carry into effect the decrees, regulations, | or special treaty of commerce, with any 


and instructions, which he institutes for 
Corts te due execution of the laws.—2. To 

a take care that throughout the whole king- 
Pe: dom justice be duly and promptly admi- 
on nistered.—3. To declare war, and make 


gh and ratify peace.—%4, To nominate the 
tthe nagistrates of all the civil and military 
iG tribunals on the proposition of the Council 
— of State——5. To provide for all employ- 
Bie ments, civil and military.—6. To present 
oe to all the bishoprics and ecclesiastical 
Mg dignities and benefices, in the gift of the 
th -_ on the proposition of the Council 
hid, . State.—7. ‘To command armies and 
ci oy: and to nominate their Generals.—8. 
hink fo dispose of the armed force of the 
lend country, by distributing it as may be most 


expedient.—9. ‘To direct all diplomatic 
and commercial relations with other 
Powers, and to nominate Ambassadors, 
Ministers, and Consuls.—10. To super- 
intend the coinage of money, on which 
his bust and name shall be placed.—11. 
lo direct the application of the funds des- 
tined to the several branches of the public 
administration.—12. ‘To pardon criminals 
a regulated by the laws.—13, To submit 
to the Cortes propositions of laws, or of 
'eforms which he may thinkconducive to 
the good of the nation, for their delibe- 
ration, in the form prescribed.—14. To 
“ominate and dismiss at pleasure the Se- 
Cretaries of State, &c. 

172. The Restrictions on the Royal 
uthority are the following:—1. ‘The 
King cannot impede, on any pretext, the 
assembling of the Cortes at the periods, 
and in the cases provided for by the Con- 
‘tution, nor suspend nor dissolve them, 
her in any manner obstruct their sittings 
tnd deliberations, Whoever shall advise 
°F assist him in any attempt for these 

Purposes, are declared traitors, and shall 
red be prosecuted as such.—2. The King can- 
on: hot absent himself from the kingdom with- 

Out the consent of the Cortes: and, if-he 
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foreign power, without the consent of the 
Cortes,—6. ‘The King cannot bind hint 
self, however little, by any treaty, to give 
subsidies to any foreign power, without 
the consent of the Cortes.—7. The King 
cannot cede or alienate the national do- 
mains, without the consent of the Cortes. 
=—5. The King cannot exact taxes or con- 
tributions, under any name whatever, o1 
for whatever object, either directly or in- 
directly, without the Cortes having always 
previously decreed them.—9. ‘The King 
cannot grant exclusive privileges to any 
individual, or any corporation,—10. The 
King cannot seize the property of any in- 
dividual or corporation, or disturb them 
in the profession, use and enjoyment of 
it; and if, in any case, it shall be found 
necessary for an object of acknowledged 
public utility to take the property of any 
individual, it shall only be done by giv; 
ing, at the same time, a suitable indemni- 
fication, and a fair exchange, on a valua- 
tion, by qualified and honest men.—11, 
The King cannot deprive any individual 
of his liberty, nor of himself inflict any 
punishment. ‘The Secretary of ——, who 
signs the order, and the Judge who ex- 
ecutes it, shall be responsible to the na- 
tion, and punished as guilty of an attack 
on personal liberty, only in cases where 
the happiness and safety of the State re- 
quire the arrest of any person, shall the 
King be empowered to issue orders to 
that effect, but on condition only that 
within forty-eight hours he shall’ sabmit 
the question to the weg oer of some 
tribunal or competent jodge.—12. The 
King before contracting marriage, shall 
give notice to the Cortes to obtain their 
consent. 

173. The King, on his coming to the 
throne, and if he shall be a minor, on his 
entering on the government of the kitig- 
dom, shall take an oath before the Cortes, 
according to the following formula :— 
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God, and the constituuen of the Spanish 
Monatchy, King of the Syains, swear by 
God aud the holy Evangelists, that I will 
defend and preserve the Catholic Apos- 
tolic Romish religion, without permitting 
any other in the kingdom; that I will ob- 
serve, and canse to be observed, the con- 
stitution and laws of the Spanish Mo- 
narchy, having as my only object in all 
that I shall do, its presperity and advan- 
tace; that I shall not ajmnate, cede or 
dismember any part of the kingdom; that 
{ shall never exact any proportion of 
irnits, money, or other thing, unless the 
Cortes shall have decreed them; that I 
shall never take from any one his pro- 
Pertyv: ind that ] shall respect above all, 


the political liberty of the nation, and | 


every individual, 
And wWoin what Il have sworn, or in any 


an ! ] ‘ } 29 
the personal liberty oi 


partol it, IT shall do the centrarv, I ought | 
not to be ebeyed, and let that which Ij 


shall do to the contrary be null and of no 
etiect. So help and defend me God! and 
if not, may he require it at my hands.” 
Cuaprer I].—Of the 
Crown. 


Succession to the 
In this chapter the Committee proposes 
the same as the whole nation, and the 
Cortes have since proclaimed and -sworn 
solemnity in favour of S. D. Fernando VIL. 
actual King of the Spains, and of his de- 
scendants and lawful successors ; but the 
Cortes have reserved them fer a separate 
discussion of the inferior details of this 
chapter. 
Cuapter II1—Of the Minority of the King, 
and of the Regency. 

Art. 185. The King is a minor till he is 
18 years of age. 

186. During the King’s minority, the 
kingdom shal) be governed bya Regency. 

18%. The provision shall be the same 
when the King is incapable of exercising 
his authority, from whatever cause, phy- 
sical or moral. 

188. If the incapacity of the King shall 
continue for two years, and the imme- 
diate successor, or shall be more than 18 
years of age, the Cortes shall have it in 
their power to appoint him Regent of the 
kingdom instead of the Regency. 

189. From the death of the King till 
the Extraordinary Cortes assemble, if the 
Ordwary are not met, the provisional Re- 
gency shall be composed of the Queen 
mother ; if there is one of the two Depu- 
ties of the permanent Deputation of she 
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lors of the Counci! of State, viz. the Dear petting 
and he thatis next to him. If there js) the Re 
Queen mother, another Couns lor of ee 
State, the third in seniority, shall also enje APTER 
the Regency. the 
190. The Queen mother, if there . 
one, shall preside in the provisional }.. he 
gency; and in case there is none, tj  ' 
Member of the permanent Deputation ¢ . Kin 
the Cortes who is the oldest in the order ins. 
of their election for the said Deputation, ny" 
191. The Provisional Regency sha eer 
dispatch no oiber business but such as ai. ‘a 
mits of nodejay, and shall neither remore RB aing. 
nor appoint to employments, except for “ON, 
| the time being. o limite 
192. The Extraordinary Cortes having without 
_assembled, shall nominate a Regency, Bonded | 
composed of three or of five persons. 05 
103. To be qualified to be a Member of owt 
the Regency, it is necessary to be a ne > he 
tive of the kingdom. minatec 
194. That Member shall preside in the bof judi 
Regency whom the Cortes shall designate, aCortes. 
should they not think it expedient toe 206, 
tablish a regulation of taking the Pres leave t! 
dency by turns. | the Cor 
195. The Regency shall exercise te nsen 
authority of the King in such terms as the from tl 
Cortes may deem proper. | 07 
196. Both Regencies shal] take an call main @ 
according to the formula prescribed 1 ‘lan t! 
Article 173, adding the clause, that they on 
will be faithful to the King and the per de 
manent Regency ; shall add besides, tha! Corres 
they will observe the conditions that the 20 
Cortes have imposed on them for the ex: Titan 
ercise of their authority ; and when the and 
King shall arrive at the age of maj0'"'); the oc 
or his incapacity shall cease, they will Ge under 
liver into his hands the government of ti socce: 
kingdom, under pain, in case of a m0 204 
ment’s delay, of having its Members s¢!2 estes 
ed and punished as traitors. ‘ pe pr 
197. All the Acts of the Regency sh rem 
be published in the name of the King. os 
198. The Tutor of the King i his ™ tation 
nority shall be the person whom the de- their 





ceased King shall have nominated 19 bis : 9} 


will. If more shall have been appo™ - be a 
-the Queen mother shall be tutoress 8° long form: 
as she remains a widow. In —. inter 
her, the tutor shall be nominated by 21 
Cortes. a oes 

199. The regency shall take ey rth 
the education of the minor King ” — oe 
suitable to the great object of bis iB ro 


dignity, and that it be conducted cone 
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rmably to the plan that the Cortes shall 
pprove. 

‘900. ‘The Cortes shall fix the members 
‘the Regency. 


ren 1V.—Of the Royal Family, and of 


(iAPT 

the Title of the Prince of Asturias. 

. . . _ i 

oy, The first born son of the King ! 
o!! be ealled Prince of Asturtas. 

02. The other sons and daughters of 

he King shall be called Infantes of the 


us 
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the following form:—*« I , Prince 
of the Asturias, do swear by God, and by 
the Holy Evangelists, that I will defend 
and maimtain the Catholic, Apostolic, 
Roman religion, without permitting any 
other in the kingdom; that I will pre- 
serve the Constitution of the Spanish Mo- 
narchy, and that I will be faithful and 
obedient to the King. So help me God.’’ 
Chapter V.—Of the Maintenance of the 
Royal Family. 





Bains, 
+ 203. In like 
wavehters of the Prince of 


manner the sons an 
Asturias sha 


p Ins. 


He limited the title of Infante of the Spains, | 


mithout the possibility of its being ex- 


| . , . 
they have done hitherto, and may be no- 


innated to any employment, except those | 


pot judicature, and the deputation of the 
Cortes, 

206. The Peince of the Asturias cannot 
leave the kingdom without the consent of 


? 


the Cortes; and if he leave it without their | 


consent, he shall, thereepon, be excluded 
trom the succession to the throne. 
207. The same shall happen if he re- 


stain out of the kingdom for a longer time 
han that prescribed in the permission; or | 


if, on being required to return, he does 
Comes may ordain. 
“08. The Prince of the Asturias, the 
intes, and Infantes, and their children 
and descendants, cannot marry without 
‘he consent of the King and the Cortes, 
under pain of bein excluded from the 
“OCcession to the throne. 

-Ov. An authentic copy of the certifi- 


T 
i ‘ 


estes of birth, marriage, and death, of all | 


“ie persons of the Royal Family, shall be 
remitted to the Cortes, and in the suspen- 


On Of its sittings, tothe permanent depu- | 
‘ation, 1 order that it may be placed in 


theirarc hives. 


210. The Prince of the Asturias is to | 
de acknowledged by the Cortes with the | 


} 


formalities which the regulations of their 
interior governments shall prescribe. 

2l1. This acknowledgment shall be 
ry in the first Cortes holden after his 

irth. 

212. The Prince of the Asturias, after 
‘rriving at the age of 14 years, shail take 
*2 oath in the presence of the Cortes, in 


,and should be called Infantes of the | 


204. To these persons precisely shall | 


hot do so within the period which the | 


218. The Cortes shall assign to the 


| King the annual revenue of his household, 


which shall be conformable to the high 
dignity of his person. 

214. There shall belong to the King all 
the royal palaces which his predecessors 
have enjoyed, and the Cortes shall point 
out the lands which may be proper for 


enced to others. Pia 
pede , —— lis recreation. 

705. The Infantes of the Spains shall | “a. Fat seg! ‘ 
Rnidy thir: distiedtiens eres at (‘The following Articles, to 221 inclu- 
ee iiye i@ Cistinchions a onours tuat . “vs ot . 

bec ndes , | sive, relate to the appropriations for the 


maintenance of the diflerent members of 
the Royal Tamily, pay of the Regency, 
&c.--The allowances for the King and 
the Royal Family are fixed at the com- 
mencement of each reign, and cannot be 
altered during that reign. ] 
VI—Of the Secretary of State 
and Dispatch. 
222, The Secretaries of Dispatch shall 
be eight, viz. the Secretary for the dis- 


CHAPTER 


patch of the affairs of State; the Secre- 
| tary tor the dispatch of the affairs of the 
i 


Government of the Kingdom; the Secre- 
| tary for the dispatch of the aflairs of Grace 
| and Justice; the Secretary for the dis- 

patch of the affairs of Finance; the Se- 
cretary for the dispatch of the affairs of 
War; the Secretary for the dispatch of 
Marine affairs; and two Secretaries for 
the universal dispatch of ultra Marine 
business; one for the affalrs of North 
America and its Isles, and the other for 
those of South America, its Isles, and the 
provinces of Asia. ‘This regulation of two 
Secretaries, for the universal dispatch of 
affairs abroad, is thus fixed for the present, 
but future Cortes will make such altera- 
tions as experience or circumstances may 
requie. 

423. By a regulation approved by the 
Cortes, each Secretary will have prescribed 
to him those affairs which shall belong to 
his department. 

224, All the orders of the King shall be 
issued under the seal of the Seeretary of 
the Department in which the subject of 
such orders are referable. No tribunaler 
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authority shall give execution to an ordet | 


in which this requisite is wanting. 

225. The Secretaries of the Dispatch 
shall be responsible to the Cortes for any 
orders which they may give contrary to 
the Constitution of the laws, and their hav- 
ing been ordered by the King shall be to 
them no excuse. 

226. The Secretaries for the Dispatch 
shall prepare the estimates of the expences 
of the public Administration, each accord- 
meg to what may appear to be necessary 
for his respective department, and shall 
tender an account of the expenditure which 
has taken place in the mode which sball 
be prescribed. 

227.. When the Cortes shall be of opi- 
nion that a case has occurred in which 
the responsibility of any of the Secretaries 
of Dispatch ought to be rendered effective, 
they shall, before proceeding to any other 
busmess, come to a decree, declaring whe- 
ther or not there be ground for an accusa- 
tion. 

228, This decree being passed, the 
Cortes shall transmit to the Supreme Tri- 
bunal of Justice all documents concerning 
the subject which is to come under cogni- 
zance of that Court, which shall substantiate 
the facts, and decide the cause according 
to the laws. 

229. The Cortes shall fix the salaries of 
the Secretaries of Dispaich. 


Cuarpter VIL— Of the Council of State. 


230. There shall be a Council of State, 
consisting of 40 Members. 
* 231. This Council shall be composed 
precisely in the following manner ; viz. four 
dignified Ecclesiastics, and no more, of 
whom two shall be bishops; four Spanish 
Grandees, and no more, possessing virtue, 
talents, and the necessary information. 
The remaining members shal! be chosen 
from among persons who are employed or 
have been employed in diplomatic situa- 
tions in the army, in offices of Finance and 
the Magistracy, and who have distinguish- 
ed.themselves by their talents, knowledge, 
and services. The Cortes shall not pro- 
pose for these places any individual, who, 
at the time of appointment, may be amem- 
ber ofthe Cortes; at least twelve of the 
mem ders must be from the ultra marine 
provinces. 

232. All the Counsellors of State shall 
be appointed by the King, on the proposal 
of the Cortes. 
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POLITICAL REGISTER.—Oficial Papers. 








[al 

233. For the formation of this Coung) 
Committee of the Cortes, consistine 
twelve members, shall prepare a triple list 
of the respective classes of Counsellors ig 
the proportion stated above. From this 
list the King shal! choose 40, taking the 
Ecclesiastics from their ciass, the Grande 
from theirs, and the other members from 
their respective classes, 

234. ‘The Cortes shall keep this list 
ways complete, filling up the blanks which 
inay arise from appointments to offices, o 
from the decease of any of the persons ip. 
cluded in the list. 

235. The Council of State is the Couneil 
of the King, who shall consult its opinioa 
on ail important points, and particularly 
in giving or refusing the Royal assent tg 
laws, in declaring warand making treatirs 

236. This Council will propose to ue 
King three names for filling up each vi- 
cancy. in Ecclesiastical Beactices, ox Ju. 
dicial Offices. 

237. ‘The Counsellers of State. cannot be 
removed without good cause made out to 
the. satisfaction of the Supreme Courtol 
Justice. 

235. The Cortes shall fix the salaries 
of the Counsellors of State, it being under 
stood that none sball be allowed 
Ecclesiastic, who, in consequence oi his 
dignity, may have his residence ia the Ca- 
pital, nor to any Crandee. 

239. The Counselloc of State, on enter 
ing into office, shall take an oath betort 
the King to preserve the consiitutien, 0 
be faitiful to the King, and to counse! bin 
to what may seem to them to be cor 
duciveto the public welfare, withoutay 
secret View, or private interest. (Signed) 

Ditrco Munoz Torrero, 

President of the Commitice. 

AUGUSTIN DE ARGUELLES. 

F.S. R. pe 1a Barcena. 

Dr. Martano Menpio.a. 

Pepro Mania Ric, 

Francisco GutTrigrrez pe La I1vest 

AnToNso JOAQUIN PEREZ. 

Joaquin FEKNANDEz DE LEYVA. 

Vicents Morarez Duarez. 

Jose pE Espica. 

A.onso Cangpo. 

An'ronio OLIveRos. 

Anpnueés DE JAUREGUIL. 

Evagisto. Perez ps Castro. 

Secretary te the Commie 

Cadiz, Aug. 17, 1811. 
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